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AKER FINDS U ARMY WAR PACK H
ALL HOME COMFORTSil
ARE Ffltmn IN HIM' Iff

AMERICANS, CAPTURING TOWNS,

FIND GEHWIANS WELL EQUIPPED

Quarters Are Elaborately Furnished With Splendid
Furniture and Drapery; Trenches Are Concrete, With
Electric Lights and Running Water; Bowling Al-

ley and Swimming Pool Are Officers' Adjuncts.
the American Armies In theWITH Oct. 26. (Correspondence of

T!e Associated Press). All the com-
forts of home, with some added lux-
uries, were found In the dugouts and
living inarera which the Germans
were forced to abandon when the
Rmerif an troops smashed through the
St Vihiei salient and took the terri-to- -

which the German army had oc--
op e. for four years.

P. j t) b i ng water, electric lights,
ateain beat, tennis courts, bowling
alle-vs- swimming pools, pianos and
wine cellars were some of the up to
date conveniences which Uncle Sam's
"moppera op" that followed on the
hee's of the rushing- American rs

found in some of the quarters
of the German officers.

Have Shell Proof Shelter..
Tfi- - more elaborate quarters were

located m the thickly set woods
v ) h abound in this part of France
and most of them represented the
work of four years. The majority
of them were of elaborate rustic

and usually had shell proof
FMPitcs connected with them. Fur- -;

n tur- - and decorations taken from
the Frenca Inhabitants of neighbor-
ing villages formed the principal

equipment.
One Rich Establlahment.

' of the mcst unique of these
quarters was located in the

;itle iUage of Euveztn. about 20
miUs u om Wetz. There were two
tics of rooms with broad balconies

LOBD CECIL DOUBTS SUCCESS

OFLEAGUE'S MAJORITY RULE

Heartily Endorses League of Nations Plan But Thinks
Most Important Questions Must Be Decided Unani-
mously; Economic Pressure Can Be Made Suffi-
cient to Hold the Nations in Line, He Believes.

DT FLOTD
Eng., Oct 26. Lord RobertLONDON,

assistant foreign secretary
of the British empire, has tea and
sf-- American correspondents on
Tridays at a oclock.

imagine a fellow as lean as a rait,
about six feet two inches tall, slightly,
stooped and with a partially bald
head- scarcely noticeable because you
have to look up at him and you've
a thumb-na- il sketch of lord Robert.
He's jovial, doesn't take himself too
senrnsl, although undoubtedly one
of the keenest diplomats In Europe.

Leosne Of Nations.
One of lord Robert's enthusiasms Is

a league of nations. He's probably
done more thinking about the league
of nations idea than former president
Taft or W. J. Bryan. But lord Robert
is not much interested In fantastic
pnpoals and schemes for such a
learae He s down to bed rock on the
proposition and he wants to further
some sort of a plan which will work.
He doesn t want an ornamental league
of nations. He wants one which will
do the business it is intended for Im
mediate!- - neace ts estanusnea.

When the correspondents and lord
Robert find general news Is uninter-
esting they discuss the Ifs" and
"ands" of the much talked about but
littia understood Idea to make war
more difficult after the present horror
ends.

Cant Worlc By Majorities.
After shaking hands all around lord

Robert settled back In his er

upholstered cha'r with a downhill
so that it was only a few sec

onds before the secretary was sitting
on about the middle section of his
backbone, sipping tea, one leg draped
over the other, answering questions
or giving his private opinions freely.

"Im doubtful if you ever can have
a league of nations which will work
bv majorities." said lord Robert.
'"Just suppose such a league decided

that the TTnited States should alter Its
policy as regards Mexico. Do you
think It would abide by the league's
decision? I doubt it. Likewise re-
garding Ireland. Do you suppose
Great Britain would abide by the
leagues decision on the Irish ques-
tion? I hardly think so.

"Decisions of a league of nations

jyAnnnnzio Great Fighter

Poems Thrill Bombs
o.vxxj.-v- . Eng., Oct. 2fc (Corxe- -

spondence of The Associated
Tres). The air exploits of Gab-ne- le

d Annunzlo, the Italian
oet, novelist and dramatist, have

taken a strong hold on the Brit-
ish public's imagination, and he
is acclaimed here as one of the

nrld's foremost figures in aerial
warfare The London papers,
which recently have been devot-

ing considerable space to the dar-
ing Italian, express surprise that

man of his age and tempera-mr- nt

wa? Ie to make so
a success as an airman.

evp.cted. the Dally Express
the "dandy

In front and all lighted by electricity.
In the lower .floor was an elaborate
sitting1 room, containing richly up
holstered furniture, a piano, oil paint
ings, imam tames ana Deveiea mir
rors. Tms apparently was tne neau
quarters of a high officer, for in it
were found many maps, plans and a
telephone switchboard. Outside was
a bowling alley and a small swim
ming pool

I lad Women In Quarter.
At one side was a wine cellar well

stocked with apple wine, beer and
other beverages dear to the German
heart. Immediately adjoining was a
shell proof dugout. 40 feet deep and
capable of holding 60 men. Next to
this was a shoemaker's hut where a
number of women's shoes end slip-
pers were found. Indicating that the
Germans had women In their trenches.
Higher tip In the woods was a vege-
table farm, and overlooking all an
observatory, which gave a surpassing
view of tho country for miles around.

Everything was confusion. Uni-
forms, rifles, pots, dishes, books and
all kinds of military paraphernalia
were heaped about everywhere, indi-
cating that the Germans had fled In
great haste.

Lights and Water In Trenches.
That the Germans expected to oc-

cupy this territory for a long time is
shown by the character of their
trenches. In many cases, these were
of concrete and equipped with al-
most as many conveniences as a
dwelling house. Some of them had
running water, telephone communi
cation, heating stoves and piped
drainage.

3IACCBJFF.
must be unanimous. That means you
won't be able at first to have an
effective executive force In the league.
I'm not discussing, of course, those
disputes which are justifiable the
smaller disputes which can and ought
to be settled by arbitration. There
are treaties already existing for ad-

judication of such disputes, and these
treaties ought to be extenuea.

The larger disputes the ones
cansfi war oueht to be re

ferred to a council of a league of
nations and unanimous decisions
made,"

The real advance which could be
made now," proceeded lord Robert,
with one foot resting on a fireplace
guard, "would be to put into operation
a plan which would make it impos-
sible for nations to eo to war until
there had been a public discussion of
all matters in controversy."

"A plan something like Bryan's
treaties, suggested a correspondent.

"Something like that," responded
lord Robert, resuming his much worn
chair. "But I don't know whether a
year's discussion, as provided In
Bryan's treaties, would be necessary.
Two or three months would be long
enough, really.""

"And how would you enforce such
discussions?"

Couldn't Stand Boycott.
Lord Robert leaned forward.
"By exerting the whole military and

economic force of each member of the
league of nations against the nation
which attempted to go to war with-
out public discussions, as determined
upon. No nation, especially In Europe,
could long survive an absolute eco-
nomic boycott--

"Of course there would be a great
deal of doubt by what we call prac-
tical men for any scheme of a league
of nations. But I am quite sure that
a feeling exists here, and I hop In
America, among the people that some
workable plan be found."

"Do you think, lord Robert, that it
would be a mistake to force a democ-
racy upon Germany?" a correspond-
ent asked.

"Yes, I do. It would be wrong to
force any kind of government upon
any one, especially a high spirited
nation. For the Anglo-Saxo- n race I
certainly do think that democracy Is
the best form of government."

poet would become an air fighter
after passing his Htn birthday.

Above all, it is pointed out. he
Is an Inspiration to his people.
His deeds during the war are
known to all the world, but few
outside Italy realize that he has
been the greatest public orator
of his country since the war be-
gan.

DAnnunzio as a squadron
leader Is said "to be not only fear-
less, but untiring. Routine bomb-
ing and chasing have no attrac-
tions for him. His fertile brain
is constantly at work devising
new methods for harrying the
tnemy in unexpected directions.

It is believed here that his fate
he dire if he fell into the

enemy's hands, and London Is
quite readv to credit the story
that he carries in his tunic pocket
a little phial of poison.

Poet Is Air
: : --:: -- ::-

His and His Kill
i
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Tobacco Famine Causes
Keen Distress in Paris

and Outlying Towns.

EVEN SOLDIERS
SHY OF SMOKES

By ROBERT S. DOHAJf.
PARIS, France, Oct. 26. The

do megots have started an
offensive on American officers.

On both banks of the boulevards
American elements are harassed day
and night. Both their flanks and rear
are constantly exposed to sniping.
viThlT,nIp!n8r ls of most nnoying

Miauiuis care come 10 tne at-tention of the French authorities,witnesses of the occurrences, where
uuiia u4ve oeen sniped xrom thebands of American officers.

.i1.? tobacco crisis is the cause ofIt alL Whereas the first Americanbattalion which inarched throughParis a year ago on the 14th of Julycould purchase "nlnas." or smallfor two and three cents, nowthe only dears to be had cost 20 centsfor the very cheapest up to 60

The result has been that the cigar
M6wcb uuit connoisseurs swarmthe main arteries of Paris day andnight They are up with the dawn,after the women sidewalk sweepers

have whisked the last smokes Intothe gutter.
During- the day th cafes on thegrand boulevards are carefully

oumucu uy uuiens 01 cigar Dutr hunt-ers who greedily eye every male withsomething to smoke In his face. Port-ly gentlemen, with equally fat per-fect-

declare that their lives are Indanger these dark nights. It ls truethat a good cigar is sometimes fol-lowed for blocks.
Fight For Them.Dally fights between rival ramas-seu- rs

occur In the gutters. Throwingaway half smoked cigars to a group
of these savage snipe snatchers lsnow the favorite outdoor sport ofAmerican doughboys on leave InParis.

The tobacco crisis In France is nojjoke. In a provincial town of 30.000.
59 miles from Paris, where about 1000
Americans are setting up airplanes,groups of doughboys roamed thetown disconsolately all one Sundaylooking for stray cigars. More than
4tt government tobacco shops were
visited, but not a. dear wan tn K. h.rf
Most of the shops had signs op: --No
cigars, no clgarets no pipe tobacco."acn me oougnDoys finish thechance cigars they get they save thebutts to smoke In their pipes. Recent-ly at a port In southern France Amer-
ican Officers. WhO tried tn ItnA h..fore their baggage had been searchedy French customs officials for cigars
and eigarets, were chased back
aboard ship. A French afternoonnewspaper recently waxed Indignant
at this "affront" to Americans coming

fcivo meir lives ii necessary on
French soil.

At a small town near Paris recently
a septuagenarian threw himself Into
the river and was drowned. He lefta note stating that life was no longer
bearable without tobacco. He could
not afford to pay a franc or two
francs for a. cigar.

Everywhere one goes the same
piaint is neara from Frenchmen: Why
does not the French government come
to an arrangement with the Americangovernment whereby the latter will
furnish France for the duration of thewar with tobacco sufficient for the
needs of the male population? The
tobacco Industry In France is a state
monopoly.

Airplane and Caoalry
Work In Conjunction

In Fight Against Huns
with the British In France, Oct 26.
Cavalry operations In conjunction

with the bombing airplanes is one of
the war's Innovations. In one case an
aviator signaled that be had spotted
a train Dringing up uerman rein-
forcements. He made for It and
dropped a bomb 200 yards ahead of
the locomotive demolishing the track.
Then he performed the same feat Just
oenina the train, isolating it. The
cavalry dashed up before the Ger-
mans could get away and captured
every last man of them.

An officer telling of the Incident
remarks that It resembled an Ameri-
can film play with the road agents
lining up tneir victims against the
cars with their hands high In the air.

German Hotel Guests
No Longer Place Shoes

juisiae uoor jor ontne
Amsterdam, Holland, Oct. 25. The

European habit of placing one's shoes
outside the bedroom door at night to
find them cleaned In the morning,
no longer obtains in Germany. Leather
is so scarce nowadays that boots and
shoes have become "objects of value
to be left in custody of the local man-
ager. A hotel gust at Cologne, who
brought suit against a hotel proprie
tor to recover damages for his shoes
which had disappeared overnight, lost
his case and the Judge rated the trav-
eler soundly for "not protecting his
property better in these dreadful days
when thieving Is rampant and hotel
staffs reduced owing to the war.

Swedish Restaurants
Too High Save For Rich

Stockholm, Sweden, Oct. 26. Res-
taurant prices have reached such pro-
portions that only very wealthy peo-
ple can afford to eat In the restau-
rants of the better class, and even In
second and third class places It is
difficult to eat properly at a price
within the reach of the person of
modest means.

The Dagens Xyheter publishes a list
of the profits of 21 restaurants for
1914 and for last year showing In-
creases running from 25 to 200 per-
cent.

AUSTRIAN GirVKRAIi GOES TO
THE FRONT IS AX AIRPLAXE

Amsterdam, Holland. Oct. 26. To
conduct Austrian army operations in
AiDania, uen. con nianzer iialtm. who
is in command there, went to the front
recently by airplane. The distance
flown tias about coo miles.

TROOPS MARCH CONFIDENTLY INTO BATTLE,
EAGER TO HIT THE BARBAROUS BOCHE AGAIN I

ausr scents
with enthusiasm over their

A the British troops now go into battle, grimly, but
glady. They are sure of victory and welcome every chance
to get in another punishing Mow on Bcthe. The pic-

ture above shows a column of troops on the march toward

British Press Bureau Works Hard
Has All Kinds Of Jobs Handed It
ByOtherGovemmentDepartments

Eng.. Oct. 36. The BritishLOXDON',
of Information ls under

going a series of attacks and Inves-
tigations similar to the probe of the
American committee on Information
recently. Parliamentary committees
and certain newspapers reveal a con
suming hunger to know Just what the
ministry Is. what it Is doing, ana at
what cost.

From the American point of view
the remarkable thing in all the prob
ing and comment to date ls that no
one seems to have discovered the ob
vious fact The ministry has had
such a rapid growth, overflow duties
of a dozen departments have been

into its basket insuchgnmped its functions have been ex
tended In so many different qirecMons
that it would be a startling' thing It
even its energetic head, lord Beaver-broo- k,

knows all the chicks In his
Hock.

All Inquiries to Then.
All paths lead to the ministry of

information. Hardly a day passes
but some Inquiry, started in & far-
away section of some ministry or de-
partment of the government does not
find Its way to one of the many
rooms on Norfolk street that consti-
tute the Beaverbroolc headquarters.
And with it. likely as not. comes a
surprise for his staff. Referring this
question to the ministry probably
constitutes notice to them that a new
duty has been thrust their way.

--See the ministry of Information" at
times seems to be the watchword of
English officialdom. The British gov-
ernment has never been organized on
a "press agent-- basis. The informa-
tion which has been obtained In gov-
ernment departments has for the most

PLANES SHOW

VASTGHANGES

Aviation Has Experienced
Remarkable Development

In Past 10 Years.
London, Ens, Oct. 26. (Corres

pondence of The Associated Press).
No other development In human his-
tory has shown so remarkable results
as has flying in the last ten years,
says lord Montana of Beaulleu, a
British scientist and aviation expert.

"When the Wright hrothers visited,
Europe ten years ago, he said, "tho
airplane engines were of 24 hors
power. Today they are of 750 horse
power in some cases and the air-
plane's carrying: capacity has in-

creased from about 126 pounds to 3

tons.
"Ten thousand feet Ttas then the

flight. Today we
hour

was then the highest speed, today we
are annroachlnK 160.

The British France began
with only is planes, may give
the number today, but it is huge."

Liong flights and from America,
for instance would be possible after
the war, lord Montagu said, adding

he himself hoped some to fly
to For long distance flying,
however, he continued. It would be
necessary to evolve silent engine,
for the public would not be willing
to take lengtny trips in noisy air-
planes.

Swedes German;
Are Cool Toward Allies;

Norway Faoors English
Eng., Oct. 26 In Sweden

one Is disagreeably struck by the
number of people who speak German.
When asked question in English,
a Swede, be he policeman or
civilian, invariably In Ger-
man. hotels and restaurants few
porters and waiters understand or
speak English. In book shops Eng-
lish books and magazines few,
while German are largely represented.

It is different In Norway,
is taught at school, and nearly every-
body one meets, from the porter at
the station to neighbor at the
dinner table, speaks English fluently.
The treatment of English speaking
visitors had more of hearty hospi-
tality and kindliness in than
in Sweden.

eains since Anpist, the frcnt lines
not

the Coming toward the camera is a dis-

patch way back.

are under full pack,
ful alignment. Near
filled with supplies.

bearer on his

part come through painful individual
effort of --Journalists" who were not
discouraged because tne. going
hard.

The ministry has suddenly become as
the "press agent" of the government.
It is an acquired function, for tbe
most part, apparently unsought. Any
question or puoiiciiy. 01 policy re-
garding what It is to the Interest
the cause to make public sooner or'
later is likely to be referred to Nor-
folk street.

List of Functions. it
To the original ass'gnment of

handling propaganda In neutral coon-trie- s

and colonies has been added:
Propaganda In enemy countries.

Lord Xorthcllffe directs this, and
only recentlv an American editor
has d, to represent
the United States In this effort.

Entertainment of prominent
visitors and visiting editors.

Arrangements for correspon-
dents at the front and for trips
of inspection at home and abroad.

Entertainment of American and
colonial soldiers.

Operating of "press center"
or general Information bureau for
overseas correspondents.

Issuance of to govern-
ment heads regarding what Is
suitable publicity: this, so far as
can be learned, the result
of voluntary consultation by gov-
ernment heads, the executive in
question seeking Beaverbrook
O. K.
One.of the points of attack upon

the ministry has been that it reaches

and
the

ever xanoer aiiciu, uuiuiumiuj.
this then that branch of the war siderable spirit. and Poll-effo- rt.

and perchance building cies are another story: it Is suriBtent
powerful machine for guidance point out here the machine
nubile ooinion that may become a works, without waste, but with

highest are doing: reaus, in public service organlza-26,00- 0.
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menace. To the casual correspondent,

Sabotage Is
Best Weapon

For Business
It Overthrew Nicholas and

It Is Being Used To
Oust Bolsheviki.

Moscow, Russia, Oct. 16. (Corres-ponc- e

of The Associated Press)
Sabotage ls the favorite weapon of
the Russian. He uses it ef-

fectively than the rifle and Under-
stands it better. It was sabotage
which overthrew emperor Nicholas.
The Kerensky provisional govern-

ment succumbed to sabotage. In
neither case was there an extensive
military character to the movement
which gave Russia a new government- -

And now the weapon which the
Bolsheviki and their supporters of
the exereme left used on previous
governments has been turned against
them. In the food situation, on the
railways. In various government bu

even among peasants the government
encounters hindrance and obstruc-
tion of a type which cannot be pun-
ished and stamped

Trotsky, Lenlne and other Bolshe-
viki speakers and agitators have
made the most of the sabotage di-

rected against them by loudly pro-
claiming in all sections of Russia that
the disorder they inherited from the
Kerensky regime and the opposition
directed against them by enemies
within the government, as well as
outside, has prevented the soviet re-
public from bettering the food situ-
ation and getting commerce and in-

dustry back into normal channels.
This view was accepted by the

laboring masses very generally for
some time, but after eight months of
the Bolshlvikl rejublic It ls apparent
that the laboring men are no longer
willing to accept- - abuse of various
antlBolshevlk factions as a complete
excuse for the deplorable lack of
food.

The loss of the Ukraine grain sup-
ply and the cutting off of the Siber-
ian wheat etores by the Czecho-
slovaks stand forth so plainly that
the dullest workman reads the hand-
writing on the wall. Without grain
fields he understands there cannot be
gram. And the promises of bread
through grain crusades made by
armed forces do not Impress him!
when he reallies that the portion ot!
Russia remaining within the Jurisdic-
tion of the soviet republic does notl
contain enough grain to feed the re-

public's population, even if every
bushel were under government con-
trol and carefully distributed.

?zw atwe 0j9
preparation for attack. The men
tut are marching in step in care

the head of column are camions

and up
that

not

more

out.

.Mktnp nR sources wherever they
may be found, and being passed on
from almost any point of the com-
pass to the ministry of Information

the ultimate source, it appears that
the erstwhile Mar Altken is having
Jobs thrown his way faster than one
William O. McAdoo.

The Jobs which the Beaverbrook bu-

reau undertakes are quite as diverse
and far scattered as the rooms of the
till hnt.t in which it is located. His
business men, who are not even dollar- -

men, help. They spend money,
seems, from a recent parliamentary

report. And It may be questionable
intt how safe it ls to permit bic busi
ness to direct propaganda. It may
also be questionable how --sale a
great opinion maker Is in a democ-
racy. The same question has been
.VAiY fn th. ITnlted States.

The Fleet street Judgment generally
seems to be that Beaverbrook and his
t.ff fcnv. been very able citizens.

with an appetite for work and a will-
ingness to take care of any odd as-
signments other de-
partments have been ratable to
handle.

If the man who started life In
Canada as Max Altken spent some
v.ir. ..A v.w Tork broker, became
Sir Max Altken. M. P-- gained credit
as a cabinet maker and conciliator at
the time of the lormation 01 ine
i(i.llHnn rahlnet. and who is now
lord Beaverbrook, minister ol infor-
mation, knows every nook and cranny
of his machine, he Is a master me-
chanic of a miraculous sort.

The merits of the controversy, and
Its policies rest with (parliament.
which has debated them witn con- -

I powerful and eiiicieacy.

QIC GASTLE

NOW 1 1 SHIP

Naval Barracks in France
Is Christened as the

"TT.S.S. Carola."
American Naval Base, France. Oct.

i6. (Correspondence of The Asso-

ciated Press). The "United States
Shin Carola" a craft that never went
to sea and never will, a " vessel"
with stone walls, underground dun-
geons, S miles of tunnel and a vast
hulk of masonry anchored to mother
earth, is one of the sights at this port.

It ls a massive castle standing at
the water's edge that bears this
strange name. It ls an ancient
chateau, built 6W SF aSO. In the
lath century, and oWa of the marvels
of Gothic architectural construction.
It ls used now'as the United States
naval barracks, and being put to
naval uses. It was given a naval
christening as the U. S. S-- Carola. It Is
the accepted title known to all of-

ficers and men.
Being christened sa a United States

even the battlements have become
decks. When down in the old dun-
geon, a sailor guided me upward by
saying:

--This way. sir. to the main deck."
And we climbed up the "hatchway"

of crumbling stones to the main
"deck" of Gothic masonry 12 feet
thick.

The way this castle came to be
named as a United States warship
was this: The United States Carola is
In reality a small steam yacht, used
during the Spanish wars. It was
rather out of date and tied up to tbe
castle wall. Here it became very
useful in making out requisitions for
supplies needed In the castle. To make
a requisition for a castle would seem
quite Irregular. And so everything
was requisitioned for the United States
Carola. and In that may the castle
got Its equipment without disturbing
any formalities.

Kremlins Famous Bells
Chime Socialist Hymn

Amsterdam, Holland, Oct-- SS. The
famous bells of the Kremlin at Mos-
cow now chime the "Internationale"
the socialist hymn, afternoon and
night. In the morning a Russian
socialistic hymn is played.

UKE SOLDIERSDO
SAYS FRENCH LOAD IS HEAVIER,

ND HE RESPECTS THE FRENCH

American Secretary of War Mingles Enlisted
at Camps e swapping xouaixu vyiui
and Dining at Their Mess; Goes Into Hospitals and
Gives Cheery Messages to the Wounded Soldiers.

Eng, Oct. S6.
LONDON. of the Associated Press.)

Enlisted men of the American army
grinned sympathlcally as they
wtrhed the American secretary of
war. Newton D. Baker, trudging back
and forth carrying the heavy pacK or

h. Amirlcan soldier on his bade
when he visited a camp of American
soldlera In the Winchester district
while In England. The men were
adjusting their cumbersome kits when

the secretary arrived at the camp.
"1 would like to try one of them."

said the secretary to a sergeant.
Xotables Watch Him.

The lord mayor of Winchester, the
rami and a group ot
soldiers all gathered about as ITT.

Baker lifted the pack and adjusted
It to his shoulders. Then he trudged
M.ir nnrf forth two or three times
carrying the 70 pound load while a
pair of heavy'hob-nai- d trench boots,
swinging from the bottom of the kit.
banged against nis tegs.

"It's heavy, all right." he comment-
ed as he unburdened himself, "but not
so heavy as the Frenchman's pack.

...X mCU UUfl V w., a w n J
ago and it gave an additional respect
lor tne j?Tencnmn as a suiic.

Mixes "With Soldiers.
The secretary made himself at home

and was friendly with the soldiers.

With
visits,

DEMOCRATIC SPIRIT DISPLAYED

BH1KS IMPRESSES FRENCH

In Some Respects French Discipline Is More Rigid Than
' That of Americans, While in Others, Yanks Have

More Severe Discipline, Says French Veteran in
Making Comparison of the Different Armies.

By S. H.
EngA, Oct If. QuaintLONDON, of the Initiative of the

American soldier and of his truly
democratic spirit ls voiced in a letter
sent to one of the officers at the
United States navy headquarters by
a fellow officer In France. The letter
was written by a Frenchman to a
brother.

French and Americans were grouped
together in a certain section for many
weeks. The Frenchman was greatly
impressed by the generosity of the
Americans and by their extreme cour-
tesy and gallantry to the women of
the country.

The first burst of admiration was
occasioned by a Yankee soldier's treat-
ment of a mule a good old Missouri
mule whose likes are seldom seen in
France.

"The American soldiers here are
very young." says the Frenchman.
"My grandfatherly air puzzled them a
great deal, but when I told them there
were In line beside them territorials
from 42 to 45 years they could not un-
derstand It.

"Their conception of discipline up-

sets us a little. It would be too com-
plicated to explain to you here,' from
what I have been able to see, and ac-
cording to what I have heard, what
distinguishes it from ours. Here ls a
story:

Death of the Mule.
"The other day an American driver

was trotting his four mules down a
rapid slope. The brake snapped and
the animals ran away. Skillfully the
man directed his cart toward a wood;
one mule was crushed against a tree
and fell; the cart stopped. Calmly
tlie driver got down from his seat, felt
the fallen animal. Judged that it was
done for, and then tranquilly got out
his revolver, finishing the animal and
quietly continuing his road.

"Well! If you had seen tbe faces
of our men who were wltnessess of
this Incident you would have laughed.
They spoke about It for several days
and have not got over It yet. No.
but can ydu see a similar thing hap-
pening with us? There would have
been some reports and accounts of the
Incident and responsible parties to
discover. The Americans were satis-fle- d

with burying the mule, which was
evidently the simplest solution, par-
ticularly as all the reports In the
world would not have brought it back

pontlenre of The Associated
Prru). Kins Albert of Bel- -
Klam, and premier Clemeneean of
France, were apparently so Indif-
ferent to shell fire to irhlch t&ey
Trere exposed irhlle the premier
Tras Tlaltlns the Ilelclan front re-

cently a to aroosc the admiration
ot the Belgian soldiers.

One of them describes the Inc-
ident thusi

The scene Is laid amonsr the
rulnn of a part of tbe Belgian
front dally shattered by shells
bombs, or aerial torpedoes. In
the street parallel to tbe church
a little croup of persons are
TralUcp. a fall khaki flsm-- e

Hen

Everywhere he carried his pipe and
several times filled It from some sol-
diers' pouch as he engaged In a casual
chat with the men. "The whole coun-
try ls behind you with everything it
possesses," was one of his frequent
messages to the fighting men-- In
the Red Cross hospitals the secretary
went through the wards ana had
few cherry words for each of the pa-

tients.
trachea Willi Mm.

In some of the camps he dropped tn
upon the soldiers at mess time and.
lunched with the big crowJ of them
in the mess tent beside a little wood-
land stream. He looked through
scores of barracks and living quar-
ters. He inspected kitchens and spent
tin minutes watching soldiers playing
a scrub game of baseball. Els Inspec-
tion of the Bed Cross aettritlas waa
comprehensive. Ha saw the bathing
houses in operation with long lines
of rain, coated soldiers watting their
torn at he showers. He saw the
dental huts, with the Red Cross dent-
ists tnsy at their work. He visited
several Red Cross recreation huts and
listened to the Red Cross Jazz bands
at practice.

Find, Consls. A Xon Coo.
At one camp b found his consln,

Sergt Harry Chlswell of Cleveland,
and chatted with-- him for ten minutes.
Altogether the secretary gained an
excellent Impression of what

army authorities have done
in preparing ccmfcrtaole and sanitary
camps for the soldiers tn the Winches-
ter district, south of London, In
pteparation fcr the winter.

EDWARDS.
tn life. In this tnr Amarioan dis
cipline seems to me to be free from
all those ancestral shackles which
weigh down ours and In the end wear
out.

Tanks Obey Q sickly.
"But we look: upon American dis-

cipline as more severe than ours In
certain aspects. An officer gives a
brief order and execution follows in
a single moment-- With us. we also
obey, but we commence by grumbling
and wondering If It is really of use.

"I have not been able to find out
much regarding the relations which
exist between the American soldiers
and their officers. I have seen only
one group of the latter, in a little Til-
lage near the lines where they were
the guests of a good woman. They
were in excellent odor among the
country people and were building up
a solid reputation for extreme gen-
erosity and courtesy. What ls most
astonishing is that they have no or-

derlies. One man performs the per-
sonal services of live soldiers. We
should never have Imagined that, par-
ticularly as these officers have a cer-
tain gentlemanly bearing and cer-
tainly belong to a high social class.
If one can speak; of classes In Ameri-
ca.

First Up First Served.
"My relief sergeant was mimick-

ing yesterday evening the distribu-
tion of meals to the reserve company.
Each man presents himself at the
movable kitchen with his plate and
takes his turn officers Included. The
latest arrival, even If he be the cap-
tain, is served last. It ls not neces-
sary for me to comment on the fact
to an old soldier like you. As lor
myself, I find it admirable."

Germans Have Laid Waste
Great Forests In Russia

Amsterdam. Holland. Oct I. Irre-
trievable damage has been wrought
by the Germans in the forests of Po-
land, asserts professor Mazosevltch
at Cracow. In Warsaw province alone,
the German governor has confiscated
one third of the forest lands within
his jurisdiction, or more than 500.000
acres. Lithuania and White Russia
have suffered even more, especially
the virgin forests of Btalovicz. which
cover an area of acres and are
estimated to be worth tlM.we.OOv
These forests have now been cut up
by the Germans.

seems fo be guiding m Hrtiiaa and
some Krcnea oixicers. n ua ici-jri- an

general Yranderlax Ietsnrely
up aad dorrii, answering: question
and giving explanations to his
guests. From our dugout vre sol-
diers natch irlth curiosity.

Suddenly n Tblstle an explo-
sion and a burst of smoke bat 30
yards from the visitors. Not one
of them take any notice! An-
other. It falla quite near. The
Belgian general., tbe civilian and
their suite hare not turned their
heads, merely continue their
vralk as slowly a before. While
the fire continues, the visitor
arc getting nearer our dugout and
rc n tand at attention.

"The Belgfan general 1 Ittnjr
Mbert. tbe civilian, M.

"

Belgian King Is Indifferent to Shells
:; ::

Guides French Premier Through Ruins


